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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., used to 

say that ‘‘Life’s most persistent and 
urgent question is: What are you doing 
for others?’’ Let me tell you, the dedi-
cated staff members at the United 
Community Health Center have an-
swered that question in powerful ways. 
They have committed themselves to 
providing high-quality health care to 
all comers, regardless of ability to pay. 
All are welcomed equally. All are 
served with excellence. 

This is why, as ranking member on 
the education and health appropria-
tions subcommittee, I am 100 percent 
committed to securing appropriate 
funding for community health centers 
all across America. One thing I know 
for certain: Every dollar Congress ap-
propriates for centers like the one in 
Storm Lake is a dollar spent wisely 
and frugally. It never ceases to amaze 
me how their staff members are able to 
do so much—and to serve so many peo-
ple—with such limited resources. 

I daresay that nobody in the health 
care profession faces greater challenges 
than those who choose to work in com-
munity health centers—challenges in-
cluding chronic illness, cultural and 
linguistic differences, geographical 
barriers, homelessness, and on and on. 
Nothing stops these superb profes-
sionals. 

And one more thing: community 
health centers have a well-deserved 
reputation for caring and kindness. In 
some ways, their physicians and nurses 
are a throwback to another era. They 
offer a direct and personal style of 
health care. They follow up. They care 
about prevention and wellness. 

So I am deeply grateful to executive 
director Renea Seagren, to board chair 
Mark Prosser, and all the other mem-
bers of the staff and board at the 
United Community Health Center. And 
also to founding board member Larry 
Rohret, whose dedication to improving 
the lives of those in greatest need was 
instrumental in establishing the health 
center. I was saddened that Larry did 
not live to see the health center open 
its doors. 

These devoted people work their 
hearts out to provide the very best 
health care to some of our most needy 
citizens. I deeply appreciate their pas-
sion, their compassion, and their dedi-
cation to public service. 

Mr. President, earlier this year, I had 
the opportunity to visit the newly 
opened Community Health Center of 
Fort Dodge in north-central Iowa. I 
had been fortunate to secure $280,000 
for planning and equipment at the fa-
cility, and I was eager to see how these 
resources are being put to use. 

As I toured the facility and talked 
with staff, I was freshly reminded of 
the extraordinary public service ren-
dered by community health centers all 
across the United States. But the cen-
ter in Fort Dodge is truly exceptional. 
Thanks to their new community health 
center designation, the folks, there, 
were able to transition from two free 
clinics operating very much part time, 

to a full-time, comprehensive primary 
care center serving all of Webster 
County. 

And the staff members—from physi-
cians to nurses to custodians—are 
truly an inspiration. They clearly have 
a special passion for their work, and 
they take pride in the fact that they 
are providing first-rate health care to 
some of the most underserved people in 
my state. 

Mr. President, several years ago, I 
encouraged leaders in the Fort Dodge 
community to apply to for community 
health center designation. I remember 
visiting a free clinic being operated by 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church back in 
2003 and meeting a woman who was in 
such pain from a toothache that she 
had removed her own tooth with a 
hammer and screwdriver. No human 
being should have to resort to such a 
crude remedy—certainly not in the 
United States of America. And thanks 
to the new center in Fort Dodge, those 
kinds of desperate measures are a thing 
of the past. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., used to 
say that ‘‘Life’s most persistent and 
urgent question is: What are you doing 
for others?’’ Let me tell you, the dedi-
cated professionals at the Community 
Health Center of Fort Dodge have an-
swered that question in powerful ways. 
They have committed themselves to 
providing high-quality health care to 
all comers, regardless of ability to pay. 
All are welcomed equally. All are 
served with excellence. 

This is why, as ranking member on 
the education and health appropria-
tions subcommittee, I am 100 percent 
committed to securing appropriate 
funding for Community Health Cen-
ters. One thing I know for certain: 
Every dollar Congress appropriates for 
centers like the one in Fort Dodge is a 
dollar spent wisely and frugally. It 
never ceases to amaze me how their 
staffs are able to do so much—and to 
serve so many people—with such mod-
est resources. 

I daresay that nobody in the health 
care profession faces greater challenges 
than those who choose to work commu-
nity health centers—challenges includ-
ing chronic illness, cultural and lin-
guistic differences, geographical bar-
riers, homelessness, and on and on. 
Nothing stops these superb profes-
sionals. 

And one more thing: community 
health centers have a well-deserved 
reputation for caring and kindness. In 
some ways, their physicians and nurses 
are a throwback to another era. They 
offer a direct and personal style of 
health care. They follow up. They care 
about prevention and wellness. 

So I am deeply grateful to executive 
director Kathy Wilkes to Randy 
Kuhlman and Father Steve Hall, who 
spearheaded the CHC designation ef-
fort; to board chair Craig Johnsen and 
the other board members; and to all 
the wonderful staff members at the 
Community Health Center of Fort 
Dodge. They work their hearts out to 

provide the very best health care to all 
who pass through their doors. I deeply 
appreciate their passion, their compas-
sion, and their dedication to public 
service.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING CONCHY BRETOS 

∑ Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. President, 
today I congratulate Ms. Conchy 
Bretos of Miami, FL, recipient of the 
2006 Purpose Prize. This new national 
award was initiated this year by Civic 
Ventures, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to generating ideas and pro-
grams to help society achieve the 
greatest return on the experience of 
older Americans. 

After a varied career in housing, 
marketing, health, women’s issues and 
government, Conchy Bretos became 
committed to doing something about 
the thousands of low-income elders and 
disabled adults who were not getting 
the service they needed to stay in their 
homes. 

She became the driving force behind 
the Helen Sawyer building in Miami, 
the Nation’s first public housing 
project to offer assisted-living service. 
Her efforts have resulted in the cre-
ation of similar services in 40 public 
housing projects in a dozen States, al-
lowing many older adults to maintain 
their independence while they receive 
the medical care they need. 

I want to recognize the role of the 
Purpose Prize itself in changing our so-
ciety’s view of aging. America’s grow-
ing older population is one of our 
greatest untapped resources, and we 
need to do everything possible as a so-
ciety to recognize the great contribu-
tions they can make.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and treaties which were referred to the 
appropriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

REPORT OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA’S 2007 BUDGET REQUEST 
ACT—PM 57 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to my constitutional au-

thority and consistent with section 446 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES10672 September 29, 2006 
of The District of Columbia Self-Gov-
ernmental Reorganization Act as 
amended in 1989, I am transmitting the 
District of Columbia’s 2007 Budget Re-
quest Act. 

The proposed 2007 Budget Request 
Act reflects the major programmatic 
objectives of the Mayor and the Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia. For 
2007, the District estimates total reve-
nues and expenditures of $7.61 billion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 29, 2006. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 9:32 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Chiappardi, one of its reading 
clerks, announced that the House has 
passed the following bills, in which it 
requests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5825. An act to update the Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act of 1978. 

H.R. 6143. An act to amend title XXVI of 
the Public Health Service Act to revise and 
extend the program for providing life-saving 
care for those with HIV/AIDS. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The message also announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following en-
rolled bills: 

S. 56. An act to establish the Rio Grande 
Natural Area in the State of Colorado, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 213. An act to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to convey certain Federal land to 
Rio Arriba County, New Mexico. 

S. 2146. An act to extend relocation ex-
penses test programs for Federal employees. 

H.R. 5574. An act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize support 
for graduate medical education programs in 
children’s hospitals. 

The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. STEVENS). 

At 12:42 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1472. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 167 East 124th Street in New York, New 
York, as the ‘‘Tito Puente Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 4720. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 200 Gateway Drive in Lincoln, California, 
as the ‘‘Beverly J. Wilson Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 5418. An act to establish a pilot pro-
gram in certain United States district courts 
to encourage enhancement of expertise in 
patent cases among district judges. 

H.R. 5681. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard for fiscal year 2007, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5736. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 101 Palafox Place in Pensacola, Florida, as 
the ‘‘Vincent J. Whibbs, Sr. Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 5929. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 950 Missouri Avenue in East St. Louis, Il-
linois, as the ‘‘Katherine Dunham Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

H.R. 5989. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 10240 Roosevelt Road in Westchester, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘John J. Sinde Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 5990. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 415 South 5th Avenue in Maywood, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘Wallace W. Skyes Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 6075. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 101 East Gay Street in West Chester, 
Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Robert J. Thompson 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 6078. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 307 West Wheat Street in Woodville, 
Texas, as the ‘‘Chuck Fortenberry Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

H.R. 6151. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 216 Oak Street in Fannington, Minnesota, 
as the ‘‘Hamilton H. Judson Post Office’’. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, without amendment: 

S. 3187. An act to designate the Post Office 
located at 5755 Post Road, East Greenwich, 
Rhode Island, as the ‘‘Richard L. Cevoli Post 
Office’’. 

S. 3613. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
2951 New York Highway 43 in Averill Park, 
New York, as the ‘‘Major George Quamo Post 
Office Building’’. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 491 of the Higher 
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1098(c)), and 
the order of the House of December 18, 
2005, and upon the recommendation of 
the Minority Leader, the Speaker re-
appoints the following member on the 
part of the House of Representatives to 
the Advisory Committee on Student 
Financial Assistance for a three-year 
term effective October 1, 2006: Mr. Rob-
ert Shireman of Oakland, California. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 1:00 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker had signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 5631. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of Defense for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2007, and for other 
purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. STEVENS). 

At 3:30 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, without amendment: 

S. 3930. An act to authorize trial by mili-
tary commission for violations of the law of 
war, and for other purposes. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 2:56 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
one of its clerks, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following en-
rolled bill: 

S. 3930. An act to authorize trial by mili-
tary commission for violations of the law of 
war, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. STEVENS). 

At 6:17 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the 
report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 5441) making ap-
propriations for the Department of 
Homeland Security for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2007, and for 
other purposes. 

At 7:50 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 6233. An act to amend the Safe Ac-
countable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users to make 
technical corrections, and for other pur-
poses. 

At 8:51 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the 
report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 5122) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2007 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

At 11:15 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker had signed 
the following enrolled bills: 

S. 203. An act to reduce temporarily the 
royalty required to be paid for sodium pro-
duced, to establish certain National Heritage 
Areas, and for other purposes. 

S. 3187. An act to designate the Post Office 
located at 5755 Post Road, East Greenwich, 
Rhode Island, as the ‘‘Richard L. Cevoli Post 
Office’’. 

S. 3613. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
2951 New York Highway 43 in Averill Park, 
New York, as the ‘‘Major George Quamo Post 
Office Building’’. 

The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed on September 30, 2006, by the 
President pro tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

At 12:46 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Chiappardi, one of its reading 
clerks, announced that the House has 
passed the following bills, in which it 
requests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4772. An act to simplify and expedite 
access to the Federal courts for injured par-
ties whose rights and privileges under the 
United States Constitution have been de-
prived by final actions of Federal agencies or 
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